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WHY  CONSERVE  FOOD? 


Is  there  actual  starvation  overseas?    Not  yet,  says  our  Government- -at  least 

not  .mass  starvation.    That  is  what  we're  trying  to  prevent.    The  first  six  months 
of  1946  will  bo  the  critical  period  with  rations  in  several  countries  near  star- 
vation levels.     For  the  liberated  countries,  our  allies,  we  have  set  as  a  goal  a 
minimum  ration  of  2,000  calories  a  day  per  person*    But  many  of  these  countries 
have  had- to  struggle  even  to  got  rations  up  to  that  level.     So-called  "surplus" 
areas  have  been  unable  to  supply  as  much  food  as  deficit  areas  expected. 
Here  are  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  months  : 

Ovjr  125,000,000  people  in'  Europe  will  have  to  subsist  on  loss  than  2,000 
calories  a  day. 

About  2  8,000,000— mostly  city  dwellers— will  have  to  get  by  on  less  than 
1,500  calories  a  day,  less  than  half  the  average  American  diet. 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  An do  r  s  on  rici  s  stated  that  we  need  to  move 

cautiously  in  lifting  price  controls  on  foods. 

MWe  simply  cannot  afford  to  lot  inflation  got  out  of  hand  on  the  food  front 
any  more  than  on  any  other  front,"  he  said*.    The  Secretary  said  that  President 
Truman  has  made  a  "sound"  suggestion  in  recommending  that  food  subsidies  bo  con- 
tinued beyond  June  30  with  provision  to  droo  them  as  soon  as  the  cost  of  living 
declines. 


woman,  and  chile,  as  well  as  the  food  and  transportation  industries,  to  help  pro- 
vent  mass  starvation  in  the  world.     Inconveniences  which  will  result  from  this 
emergency  program,  President  Truman  pointed  out,  "will  be  a  small  price  to  pay 
for  saving  lives,  mitigating  suffering  in  liberated  areas,  and  helping  to  cstab- 
list  a  firmer  foundation  for  peace." 

To  moot  the  critically  urgent  needs  for  food,  farmers  will  be  asked  to  con- 
serve grain  for  human  food  rather  than  for  livestock  and  poultry  feeding;  the  use 


ANDERSON  APPROVES  FOOD  CONTROLS 


PRESIDENT  APPEALS  TO  AMERICANS 


cooperation  of  every  man, 


of  wheat  for  alcohol  and  beer  Will  be  discontinued,  while  use  of  other  grains  for 
such  purposes  will  be  sharply  curtailed*  extraction  rate  of  flour  from  wheat  will 

be  raised  to  80  percent;  US  DA  v/ill  control  bakers',  millers',  and  distributors1 
inventories  to  maintain  them  at  minimum  necessary  levels;  food  products  will  have 
priorities  on  railroads;  USDA  will  control  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  to  speed  up 
shipments;  and  steps  will  be  taken  to  export  575,000  tons  of  fats  and  oils,  1#6 
billion  pounds  of  meat,  and  increased  amounts  of  dairy  products. 

FARM  MACHINERY  PRODUCTION  UP 
Farm  machinery  production  last  year  amounted  to  more  than  $665  million,  f|20 
million  more  than  in  1944,  the  Civilian  Production  Administration  reports.  Exw 
ports  in  the  last  six  months  of  1945  amounted  to  12  percent  of  the  total  produc- 
tion, Whiohi  was  about  the  pre-war  export  rate.    An  unusually  large  proportion  of 
repair  parts  and  attachments  was  included  in  the  large  1945  production.  Substan- 
tial increases  in  machinery  production  planned  for  1946  depend  now  on  improvement 

•  ( 

m  the  labor  situation. 

UP  PORK  AND  LARD  SET -ASIDE 

To  help  get  food  for  mooting  critical  needs  abroad,  the  Government  now  re- 
quires federally- inspected  meat  packers  to  set  aside  for  government  purchase 
seven  and  a  half  percent  of  the  liveweight  of  hogs  slaughtered  each  week  and  has 
upped  the  lard  set-aside  from  three  tc  five  percent.    Although  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  beer  purchasing  pork  and  lard  for  foreign  shipment  right  along, 
the  new  order  will  make  it  possible  to  procure  a  larger  proportion  of  the  noeded 
supplies  during  the  period  of  heaviest  production. 

CONTAINERS  TO.  BE  S HORT 

Canners  of  berries,  fruits,  and  vegetables  are  advised  by  the  Department  of' 
Agriculture  that  production  of  containers  is  far  below  normal  and  may  not  mater- 
ially improve.     The  Department  urges  that  all  packers  anticipate  their  needs, 
place  their  orders,  and  take  delivery  whenever  and  wherever  containers  are  avail- 
able. 

TAKE  YEARNING  FROM  DUST 
The  dust  blowing  across  the  Southern  Great  Plains  recently  did  not  come  from 

the  old  dust  bowl  area,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced.  The  blowing 
was  from  the  eastern  edge  of  the. plains--northwcst  Oklahoma  and  southwest  Kansas. 

Farmers  in  this  new  dust  area  did  not  suffer  much  from  wind  erosion  during 
the  50Ts,  and  so  haven't  been  as  alert  to  the  danger  as  farmers  farther  west. 
The  storms  were  "red  dusters,"  picked  up  from  reddish  soils,  in  contrast  with 


